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I1.—Foreren Pottrtics. 


r, of the 10th March, says that it must always say 

a that the English ‘Government has done wrong 
Bormah. in annexing Burmah. Pee og be re 
, vestion whether the Burmese, who are fighting bravely for 

ae ee of their country, should be called rebels. The sooner 
ne ‘s established the better. The longer the present disturbed state of 
7 country continues, the more Indian money will be spent. 

9 The Surabht and Patékd, of the 11th March, says that the 

and’s different treatment of Mnglish are very hard upon the weak, but 
1) neak and the strong. that they do not readily molest the strong. 
Burmah was annexed on account of the alleged oppressions of the Burmese 
Government because it was weak. But the Amir, who has taken away the 
thousands of lives of persons, and in whose dominion great anarchy prevails, 
‘; being supplied with money and arms and ammunition by the English Gov- 
snment. Russia killed thousands of Afghans before the eyes of the English. 
The English did not venture to call her to account forthe act because she 
is strong. But a war was declared against Burmah because the Burmese 
Government had fined a few Englishmen. 

9 Al Punch, of the 12th March, gives a cartoon in which Greece 
is represented as a monkey standing witha 
banner on a tree, Turkey as a large bird, 
| Germany as a kite, England as a tiger, and Austria as a fox. The monkey 
and the tiger are represented as threatening each other. The Editor 
says every dog is as brave as a tiger near its own door. 

4, The Prajd Bandhu, of the 12th March, says that another pro- 
ia clamation has been issued about Burmah. 

As those who are in the babit of telling lies 
swear hard to prove their veracity, so the English are saying repeatedly that 
they will do good to Burmah. But those who know the English character 
well, and know also how the English have repeatedly broken their pledges in 
India, will understand that these are merely the professions of impostors. 
The writer has seen many such proclamations about India, and so he has 
prave doubts about their usefulness. 

09. The drya Darpan, of the 12th March, is glad to hear that a 
ie Riead righteous man like Mr. Bernard has been 
| appointed Governor of the whole of Burmah 

with Mandalay for his capital, and therefore he will not proceed home on 
leave. Mr. Bernard has accepted this office because an experienced 
statesman like Mr. Gladstone is at the head of the Government of England, 
and there is no chance of oppression being practised on the Burmese. He 
will govern the country on enlightened principles. 

6. The Uchit Vakid, of the 18th March, questions the wisdom of 
pumbection of the defences by Lord Dufferin’s action in permitting the 
Unt li, Po _ _ Russian representatives, who came to the 
oe A amp of Exercise, to inspect the arrrangements for the defence of 
waaay ty. Russia is not an enemy to be frightened by arrangements for 


v. The Bangabdsi, of the 13th March, says that while Russia is on 
sermutian advance and Burmese an- the one hand advancing from Central Asia 
in the direction of India, leading Russians 


visit this country. A few days ago certain 


England and Greece. 


ae on the other coming to 
Pp military officers came to the Camp of Exercise at Delhi. They 


“ Not Omit to see what arranger | 

, gements the English are making for the 

et of India. Recently, Professor Minayeff, of St. Petersburgh has come 
cutta. He is Profes 


sor of Oriental Languages, and knows Bengali 
Well. He has been much pleased with reading Rajani Baboo’s History of 
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the Sepoy War. Last Sunday there was a meeting of certain edy 

Bengali uathels at the lodgings of Baboo Bankim Chunder Chatteris 
Professor Minayeff went there and conversed with them. After conversation 
on other subjects, he referred to the annexation of Burmah, and asked 
whether or not it was well to have annexed that kingdom. It is superfuoy to 


say that none of those assembled there supported the annexation of B 


ur ; 
8. The Navavibhdkar, of the 15th March, says that now that Dei wa 

Tho Bombay and Burmeh Trading 8° been occupied, English merchants ar 
Company and the monopoly of the no longer sympathizing with the Bomb, T 
timber trade. and Burmah Trading Company, but me - ‘ 
trying to destroy its monopoly of the timber trade. The Rangoon : 
merchants have petitioned Lord Dufferin against the monopoly of that at 


Company. The writer recommends that, as the expenses of the Burmes 
administration will be large, Government should keep the monopoly of the 
timber trade in its own hands. 
9, The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 15th March, says that India 
has an interest in the Servo-Bulgarian ques- 
and the Servo-Bulgarian tion in Europe. Russia is deeply interested 
in that question, because if a quarrel arises 
out of that question amongst the great European powers, she will endeg. 
vour to weaken Turkey and thereby to secure a passage throagh the Dard 
nelles into the Mediterranean sea. She desires to do so, because it yilJ 
be easier for her to attack India on her seaside than on her North-Western 
frontier. If Kussia can utilise this opportunity to get a passage through 
the Dardanelles into the Mediterranean, people bothin England and India 
will be greatly alarmed, and the consequences of such a state of things will 
have to be borne by India. Already England has sent a squadron to the 
Mediterranean, under the command of the Duke of Edinburgh. The 
disturbance created in Europe by the Servo-Bulgarian question has not 
yet been felt in India, but it will be certainly felt if Russia succeeds in 
getting what it is probably her object to secure by means of the complica 
tions which have arisen in south-eastern Hurope. And if the Govern- 
ment is again thrown into a state of alarm on account of Russia, all India 
will be convulsed. Lord Dufferin must have set foot in this country at an 
inauspicious hour, for India has known no rest since he has come. 
10. Thesame paper says that Lord Dufferin’s policy is indeed wonder- 
Lord Dufferin’s policy ful. He deposed ‘Theebaw and _ ruined 
Burmah for no fault of that prince or for an | 
imaginary fault, but without going to war he has made a peace with the 
Bonerwals who causelessly committed acts of depredation in British 
territory and killed British troops. Lord Dufferin’s acts are gradually 
causing surprize to the peopie of this country. 
11. The same paper says that contact with Englishmen will make 
inlet the semi-civilized Burmese attain to: con- 
| plete civilization and purity just as Indians 
have done under similar circumstances. Burmah will now be a new 
field for English place-hunters and English merchants. Henceforth 10 
native of Burmah will be found competent enough to fill high posts m 
their country. Salt will no longer be manufactured there, and native 
weavers will forget their trade. The English are great magicians. 


India 
question. 


II.—Home ApMINISTRATION. 
(a)— Police. 


12. The Serajgunge correspondent of the Bangabdst, of the 13th March 
says that the European Commander of 


flat No. 18 of the Railway Company, bas 
dangerously shot two men. The officer says that two native dogs, 


Natives shot by Europeans. 
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. bitten his own dog, he killed one of them, and as he shet at the 
having two men were accidentally wounded. The Assistant Magistrate and 
- ‘stant Police Superintendent came to the place on the hearing of the 
the nie . and having asked one or two Baboos as to whether the occurrence 
cong dental or not, went away without arresting the criminal. 
nae 13 A correspondent of the same paper, says that the few hundred 
soldiers stationed ut Ranchi are commit- 
ing all sorts of oppression on the people. For 
nearly a week they have almost plundered the place with arms in their hands. 
If they continue to do so, people will be ruined. The writer draws the 
attention of Government to this matter. 


(b).— Working of the Courts. 


14, The Pratskdr, of the 26th February, says that Sir Richard Garth 
is going home on a pension of Rs. 15,000 a 
year. If there were justice in this country, 
ifr, Justice Mitra would have become Chief Justice. But justice is not 
respected here ; the ne nae ew telly to sh mag ng — “7 e 

- Mitra has been deprived of what belonged to him by right. e 
ws cee of an an is the loyalty uf the people. But from what the 
writer sees at the present moment it appears that Government is not doing 
anything for which people can respect it in the least. How many Judges 
are there _ oe ei - as able as Mr. Mitra? Why has he 
not been made Ohief vustice then ! 

15. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 11th March, says that Sir Richard 
Garth does not carry with him in his retire- 
ment the respect of the people of Bengal. 
Through bis weak-mindedness he has repeatedly supported the unjust cause 
of Europeans in this country. The editor refers to the part taken by 
Sir Richard Garth in the Ibert Bill agitation, and to bis opposition to the 
appointment of Mr. Justice Mitra as Officiating Chief Justice. 

16. The same paper observes, in reference to the recent appointment 
of three Europeans as Judges of the High 
Court, Calcutta, that though there are natives 
____ far abler than Europeans, and though Govern- 
“0 —— — w He rg ie appoint — to high posts in the 

it does not at heart desire their advancement. 

17. The Nava Medint, of the 13th March, says that, as soon as 
yMoulvi Buzlal Karim, the Deputy Baboo Probodh Chandra Basu was elected to 

apna of Chabon. be the Chairman of the Ghattal Municipality, 
Moulvi Buzlul Karim could not maintain cordial relations with him, and at 
last determined toinjure hia friends. Probodh Baboo is the brother-in-law 
. scans Babu, a muktear of the Ghattal Court. Atthe end of the year 
id : mee necessary for Srinibas Baboo to get a new certificate of 
: er for the year 1886. The certificate stamp was purchased on the 29th 

ecember, but on the 30th the Deputy Magistrate proceeded to the mofussil 
and returned to the head-quarters on the 6th January. On that day he was 
very busy. On the 7th he was asked for the certificate, but replied that he 
had no time. On the evening of the same day he was again requested to 
a ~ certificate, but did not give it. The next day the request was made 
=: ell a muktear, but the Deputy Magistrate harshly eaid that he 

18. The Bhdrat Bast, of the 18th March, says that some time ago 

An affray at Kalighat. an affray took place at Kalighat when some 
bas fined th female pilgrims were assaulted. The Magistrate 
vied the youngman who was guilty of the offence to the extent of 
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Rs. 5. Tie writer has been thunderstruck at the decision of the M avistrate 
A fine of Rs, 5 only for assaulting a native female! Will the Hindys 
bear such aninsultinsilence 2? Is the honour of a Hindu female to be Valued 
at Rs. 5 only? The writer hopes that Government will call for the papers 
of this case and see whether the guilty have been adequately punisheg 
Had an English lady been similarly assaulted, could the man guilty ¢ 
assaulting ker have escaped with a fine of Rs. 5? 

19. Referring to the appointment of Mr. Ackworth as Four) 

pom “arr ve Judge of the Calcutta Small Cause Court 
dietth Jadae ot the Calcutta Small instead of Baboo Rajkrishna Sen, the Fifth 
Cause Court. Judge and Registrar of that Court, the 
Navaribhdkar, of the 15th March, says that, as Mr. Ackworth is an Eno. 
lishman and a reporter of the High Court, and as he also probably DOs: 
sesses strong interest, it is no wonder that a native, though able and 
equally qualified, will not obtain the post. What more can be expected 
when Lord Dufferin is Viceroy and Sir Rivers Thompson Lieutenant. 
Governor ? 

90. The Ananda Bazar Patritad, of the 15th March, says that the 
native community will doubtless he sorry 
and ashamed at the action of the few native 
gentlemen who attended the recent Town Hall meeting, held in honour of 
Sir Richard Garth. The retiring Chief Justice indeed possesses some 
social qualities, but no one can deny that he has injured the peeple of this 
country in various ways. During the period that he has filled the office 
of Chief Justice, the Calcutta High Court has been lowered in the 
estimation of the natives. His attitude towards the Llbert Bill agitation, 
and the case of Baboo Surendra Nath Banerji, showed that he did not 
deserve to be held in respect by the people of this country. 

21. The Urdu Guide, of the 17th March, supports the proposal made 
by some members of the Viceregal Council 
for the abolition of the High Court and for 
the transfer to the District Courts of its work. This arrangement will 
be less costly. 

22. Tne Samvad Prabhakar, of the 19th March, says that Govern- 
ment gets a large revenue from the adminis 
tration of law and justice. During the 
Mahomedan period the criminal or civil suits cost the parties but 
very little. The punchayets used to dispense justice free of cost; but 
now jusiice has become very costly. Many families have been ruined 
by one law suit. Many cannot assert their just rights because of the 
high cost of lawsuits. Government is in a manner selling justice. 
Mr. Justice Prinsep went recently on a tour of inspection of the mofussl 
civil courts. His minute has been published in the Calcutta Gazelle. 


Though he has made mention of many important things, he has not said 
anything about the sale of justice. 


(d)—Education. 


23. The Ahammadi for Falgun says that there are places in ~ 
Education in Eastern Bengal. Bengal where a patshala cannot be — 
i in the course of six hours’ journey. The 

writer asks Government to make arrangements for the diffusion of education 
in these parts of the country. | 

24. <A correspondent of the Som Prakash, of the 15th March, a 
Selection of text-books for the that owing to the selection of tart oes 

Middle Vernacular Scholarship Exa- for the Middle Vernacular Scholars Ip, 
a Examination by Inspectors of Schools, head 


Sir Richard Garth. 


Abolition of the High Court. 


Judicial administration. 


ie 3 


masters and head pun 


dits cannot select such good books as may be known to 
t-books. ‘The correspondent is of opinion that the Inspectors 


the subjects and the portions of them that are to be read, 
ot = sclactieh of text-books for the most part to competent head 
eaving 


masters and | 
Physics, chemistry, 


for study. 
Circle is not bad. 


ndits and to some extent to Deputy Inspectors. 
9 Aer botany should be excluded from the list of subjects 
The method adopted by the Inspector of the Presidency 
If the School Inspectors of Hughly and other divisions 


follow the same method instead of invariably introducing the works of certain 
allow t 


men they will do well. 


_ Framinations. place last week in 


eapect. 


The Lieutenant-Governor and the in Which a quarrel 
Calcutta Municipality. 


demanded from tiem, But owing to the 
Government, the Calcutta, Suburban and 


95, The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 16th March, says (hat the Middle 
Th stasis and Upper Primary and Upper Primary Examinations took 


the Western Circle. As 


* the pupils of village schools only are examined, the attention of the 
iblic is not generally drawn to the mismanagements in connection with 
the holding of these examinations. The questions in arithmetic, science and 
history ought to have been much easier. In many centres of examination 
the question papers were not sent in sufficient number. No good arrange- 
nent for seats was made in many places. ‘Teachers of Government schools 
were made examiners in the Middle Examination. But the writer thinks 
that the teachers of grant-in-aid schools, who are generally very poor, should 
be appointed examiners in both these examinations. 


(e).—Local Self-Government and Municipal Adminstration. 


96. The Sahachar, of the 10th March, thanks the Commissioners 
The raising of the house-tax and Of the Calcutta Municipality for not doing 
Sir Rivers Thompson. a wrong thing under the influence of the 
threats of Sir Rivers Thompson and the party of Mr. Justice Cunningham. 
Everybody admits that it will be unjust to raise the house-tax to 10 per cent. 
If Sir Rivers Thompson again tries to oppose the Commissioners in the 
discharge of their duties, the whole country will shew kim greater dis- 


27. The Bharat Mihir, of the lltn March, is glad to notice that 
Ssnitation and the Calcutta Munici- the Commissioners of the Calcutta Municipality 
pality. boldly refused at a recent meeting to raise 
the house-tax to 10 per cent. as was desired by the adherents of the Bengal 
Government, and wisely decided upon meeting the cost of sanitary works 

60 urgently needed in Calcutta by loans extending over a long period. 
a’. The Swrabhe and Patakd, of the 11th March, says tnat the country 


continues fora long time 


between the ruler and the people cannot 
prosper. Lf the quarrel between the Lieutenant-Governor and the Calcutta 
Municipality continue for some time longer, the Lieutenant-Governor will earn 
deep disgrace, and the municipality will be injured. A provision for increasing 
the income of the municipality seems to be necessary. Interest has to be paid 
loans. It is not algo advisable to do all new works with money raised 
by loans. In the time of Lord Ripon it was settled that the municipalities 
Would be relieved of the police charges, which could not justly be 


financial difficulties of 
Howrah Municipalities 


re still contributing towards the police charges. After some time 


vernment proposed that it would relieve the municipality of half the 
| Mount of the charges, if it reduced the police tax and made good the loss 
? come thus caused by raising the house-tax. This unjust proposal 
“cease the burden upon house-owners in favour of the Anglo-Indian 


residents of Calcutta, hasled to Government’s 
Unicipality, Had the municipality agreed to 


quarrel with the Calcutta 
do this unjust act, the 
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Lieutenant-Governor would have relieved it of half the amount of the polio, 
charges. But as it has not agreed to do so he is sparing no efforts to rela 


the municipality. But even if the house-tax 1s raised, the Lieutenan. 


Governor’s object will not be gained, for the tax will ultimately have to hy 
paid by the tenants. The writer desires that in order that & reconciliation 
may take place, the Lieutenant-Governor should give up his point that he 
will not reduce the police charges unless the municipality raise the houge. 
tax, and the municipality also should give up its point of not raising the honge. 
tax, whatever the Lieutenant-Governor might do. If this is done, the points 
of both parties will be gained and everything will go on well. 

29. The Sanjtvant, of the 18th March, says that on account of the 
introduction of the municipal system, many 
villages have now-a-days assumed the name of 
towns. The income of many municipalities in the mofussil is very smal). 
But whatever be the income, a large part of it is spent for maintaining the 
establishment. The originators of the municipalities have framed so many 
forms and bye-laws that it is impossible to carry them out unless a sufficient 
number of men is kept. Bill notice is necessary only in large towns, but in 
small places this purpose may be served by beat of drum, and thus much 
saving may be made. Besides bill notices there are several other forms which 
are required to be filled up on many occasions. If Government can curtail 
unnecessary expenses, the mofussil municipalities can make improvements 
at a very small cost. If the work of municipalities is not duly 
performed on account of their rules being unadapted to time and place, 
Government will try to usurp all power by attributing the failure to the 
faults of the natives. 

80. The Bhdrat Bast, of the 13th March, says that the water-supply 

Increased water-supply in Of Calcutta has been increased, and the Con- 
Calcutta. missioners have resolved to increase the 
water-rate to five per cent. The writer cannot approve of this resolution of 
the Commissioners. The water-pipcs have not been laid in many lanes, 
the inhabitants of which are paying the water-rate without receiving any 
benefit in return, and their rates are going to be doubled. Do the Con- 
missioners mean to substitute this increased water-rate for the increased 
house-tax ? 

31. The Som Prakash, of the 15th — is very sOrry on oon 

ve the petition made by the people of Howra 

on en to the Yt Se dowd a the local 

municipality. If this is the result of self-government, it is greatly to be 

regretted. The municipality in acquiring !ands for the improvement of 

bustees is demolishing poor people’s houses. It is a matter of regret 

that the municipality does not give compensation for the lands taken by 
it for that purpose. 

32. The Navavibhdkar, of the 15th March, is glad that the Com- 

The Calcutta Municipality and the Missioners of the Calcutta Municipality have 
saieng OF Cho Loune-tar. rejected the proposal for the raising of the 
house-tax. But the writer fears that the municipality will feel considerable 
difficulty in obtaining the permission of the Bengal Government for borrow- 
ing the money which they intend to borrow. ‘I'he Anglo-Indians desired 
that the house-tax should be raised. The desire of the Anglo-Indians 3 
the desire of the Secretaries to the Bengal Government ; the desire of the 
Secretaries is the desire of Sir Rivers Thompson ; the desire of Sir Kivers 
Thompson is the desire of the Home Secretary ; the desire of the Home 
Secretary is the desire of the Viceroy ; and the desire of the Viceroy ¥® 
communicated to the Secretary of State. The Municipal Commissioner 
will have great difficulty in obtaining permission for borrowing money whet 
they have disregarded the wishes of so many powerful persons, But 


The Mofussil municipalities. 
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griter is glad that — have done their duty in spite of the 
nt. 

owns ot 7% awe of the 15th March, says that the Lieutenant- 

- sonant-Governor and the Governor is regarded by many as a learned, 
Rahs ‘Municipality. experienced, religious and wise man. But 
+ jg impossible to respect him for his acts. The fate of the Calcutta 
Municipality has been sealed for ever from the day on which the 
Commissioners of the Municipality refused to appoint Dr. Payne as Health 
Oficer, partly out of regard for duty, and partly for ill-feeling towards him. 
for this offence of the Commissioners, His Honor appointed a strange 
Commission, But the Commissioners paid no regard to it, and rendered 
the appointment of this Commission useless, The rage of the Lieutenant- 
Governor knew no bounds. He resorted to law, and under section 
98 of the Municipal Act, appointed a second Commission. But as this 
Commission could find no fault with the Commissioners, His Honor 
became more lowered in the eyes of the civilized world, But without 
stopping here, he sent a resolution to the Governor-General, The Viceroy 
understanding the true state of things, sent a pompous resolution to the 
Commissioners, in which he said that the whole fault must be attributed 
to the Commissioners, and that the Lieutenant-Governor was not to 
blame in this affair. This was done only to satisfy the Lieutenant-Governor. 
Though he was satisfied beyond measure, his purpose was not yet fulfilled. 
He tried to compass the destruction of the Calcutta Municipality by 
sending ail the papers connected with the sanitary improvements of the 
town to the Secretary of State for India. Buthe also, like the Viceroy, 
without taking any active step, tried to satisfy the Lieutenant-Governor by 
mere words. But the Lieutenant-Governor is not the man to desist here. 
He began to devise other means. He openly declared in the Bengal Legis- 
lative Council that he would repeal the Municipal Act and issued an order to 
the Commissioners for raising the house-tax from 73 to 10 per cent. But 
the Commissioners thinking this to be a serious matter did not give any im- 
mediate answer. The new Commissioners came to a definite conclusion on 
the subject the other day. They have thought it unjust to increase the house- 
tax. The writer is heartily pleased with this decision of the Commissioners 
and gives his hearty thanks to them. Only nine Commissioners supported 
the Lieutenant-Governor. It isa matter of great regret that the Lieutenant- 
Governor, should have in the manner of rude and uneducated men, tried to 
injure the interests of hundreds of thousands of people only to wreak his 
vengeance on the Commissioners, Let it be assumed for argument’s sake that 
the prevalence of disease in Calcutta is owing to the fact that there is no 
highly paid Health Officer, and also that the drains are not regularly cleaned. 
Let it also be assumed that the Commissioners take no interest in the 
matter of sanitary improvement. Now, if these assumptions are true, why 
aré men dying by thousands on account of cholera in the towns of the 
Paris, Marseilles, Toulon, Madrid and Venice? France is the model of the 


civilized world. Are the Municipal Commissioners of that country quite. 


ignorant of the sanitary science ? 


34. The Burdwan Sanjtvani, of the 16th March, says that people living 
The water-rate in Burdwan, within a fourth of a mile from the hydrants 


rat De in Burdwan have been made liable for water- 
&$; and the Municipal Commissioners have come to a resolution to lev 


ee at the rate of 6 per cent. This, with house tax at 74 per cent., will 
; . the total of municipal taxes in Burdwan to 13 per cent. Water-rate 
pa cent. is high indeed, but people will not object to it if it 
het or one year only. People will find it hard to pay perma- 
. 3 that rate. There are the income-tax on houses, the house-tax 
connectin wr tx Tf, again, the people have to pay a tax for house 

“uoo it will go very hard with them, The writer therefore proposes 
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that the house connection tax should not be levied until the Water-rates 
are lowered, and he hopes that the Commissioners will not disregard 
the proposal made by him. 


(f).— Questions affecting the land. 


85. The Nava Medin, of the 13th March, says that the form of 
The Tenancy Act and the zemindars rent receipt unde : the Te nga Act hag 
of Midnapore. worked a revolution in Midnapore. her 
is a large body of small zemindars in Midnapore, but no large zemindars 
Their officers are half educated men on small salaries. They cannot prepare 
the zemindari papers properly, and these papers are never in good orde;, 
There has therefore existed for a long time a difference betwee, 
zemindars and _ ryots about their respective rights. But over and above 
this, in low lands like Mayana and Kasijora Pergunnahs, there is a custom of 
granting occasional abatements of rent owing to the destruction of crops by 
inundation. The provision requiring the filling up of receipt forms with the 
particulars of the holding encouraged both the landlords and tenants to main. 
tain to the utmost their rights. The tenants resolved not to pay their rent 
unless the forms of receipt were filled up with all the particulars of the hold. 
ing, and unless the abatement for inundation was entered into them. The 
zemindars were in great difficulty. If they granted such abatement they 
would be great losers, but if they refused to grant it the tenants wonid 
not pay rents. It was with great difficulty that they paid the last instal- 
ment of their revenue. But they do not know how to pay the March 
instalment. Several places in Ghattal again were submerged during the 
late inundations. The zemindars have no means of paying their revenue. 
If Government does not make some arrangement for the relief of the 
zemindars of Midnapore, they will be ruined. There is a provision 
in the Tenancy Act that tne Lieutenant-Governor may, if he thinks 
fit, make new rules about rent receipts for certain areas. The writer 
implores His Honor to exercise this power under the Tenancy Act for the 
benefit of the zemindars of Midnapore. They will be saved if His Honor 
authorises them to grant receipts for rent without inserting some of the 
particulars of the holdings. The time for paying the March instalment 
of the revenue is near at hand. It would be well if Government could 
make any arrangement even at the present moment, 


(y).— Railways and communications includiny canals and irrigation. 


86. The Sanjivani, of the 13th March, says that the inhabitants of 


— about 45 villages have been trying for a long 
Te Sant en Sere time for the establishment of a station at Dalu 
Bazar, on the East Indian Railway line. But nothing has as yet come of 


their endeavours. The belief of the writer is, as far as he knows, that the 
Railway Company will profit by establishing a station there. 
37. A correspondent of the same paper complains that on the 15th 
i acl cs Falgoon last he started by steamer witha 
| ticket from Hasherkandi (Rajnagur) 
Munshigunge. The steamer being a little late in coming, the Captail 
ordered that the steamer should not stop at Munshigunge, but would 
go directly to Naraingunge. When the passengers for Munshigusge asked 
the clerk what would be their fare, they were told in reply that that day 
they would all be required to go to Naraingunge, but that on the next 
day they would be brought back to Munshigunge free of charge. Accord: 
ingly the numbers of their tickets were taken down. But they wer 
disappointed as soon as they reached the station. The ticket-gatherer did pot 
return the tickets of these passengers, and told them to go away. + 
passengers did not complain for fear of being pushed away by the neck. 
he correspondent says that he has suffered a great loss by not being able 
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each _Munshigunge that day, and requests the authorities to enquire into 
— ndent of the Som Prakash, of the 15th March, says 
gin that the management of the line of the Bengal 
Central Railway leading from Ranaghat to 
Bongong is not satisfactory. Great inconvenience is caused by the absence 
. i arate carriages for females. The passengers feel much incon- 
, aa owing to the business of the travelling post office being transacted 
ger of the intermediate class carriages. Men are insulted if they get 
ae that carriage througb mistake. In other railways the words ‘ Travelling 
Post Office? are written on the carriage in which postal business 1s 


transacted. 


The Bengal Central Railway. 


(h)— General. 


39, The Ahammadi, for the month of Falgun, is very grateful to 
Government for giving the people of the 
country the benefit of western education which 
has opened their eyes. The writer is delighted to see that the attention of 
Government has been drawn to the education of the Mahomedans. He hopes 
that it will facilitate the entrance of the Mahomedans into the public service 
by abolishing some of the unnecessarily hard rules about it. It should allow 
the Mahomedans to appear in the lower grade pleadership examination after 
passing the entrance examination only. It should employ Mahomedan 
registration officers in Mahomedan districts, and thereby put a stop to the 
mischief and the scandal caused by the ignorance of the present officers in 
Mahomedan law. If it wants to diffuse female education it should appoint 
some females as inspectresses of schools. 

40. The Pratikér, of the 26th February, says that the partiality 


of the English for their own countrymen 

pte reward to troops engaged in will ruin everything in India. There is no 
: doubt that by looking exclusively to the 
interests of Englishmen and by depriving natives of some of their just 
dues, the Government is following a suicidal policy. It has recently granted 
a reward of Rs. 3,00,000 to the troops engaged in Burmah who crossed 
the frontier before the 21st of November. The people of India protest 
against the grant of this reward. They are already greatly distressed for 
inding the cost of the Burmese war. How are they to pay the reward? 


If again the reward is to be given to soldiers, why are the native soldiers 
to get so much less than European soldiers? 


41. The same paper, in noticing the oppressions practised and rapes 
a i ae committed by the soldiers engaged in the 
Delhi Camp of Exercise, remarks that no crime 

has yet been invented worse than violating the chastity of women. 
Sirajuddowla lost his kingdom and earned an unenviable notoriety for 
committing offences of this nature. Crimes like these shake the founda- 


tions of all kingdoms. Oppressions are increasing under the English 


tule. Who is the ruler of this Empire? Is he not bound to puta 


‘top to crimes like these? If it has no ruler, it is sure to go to ruin 
In a short time, 


Mahomedans and Government. 


42. In noticing the dismissal of Baboo Grish Chandra Das, the Junior 
* Government Pleader, of Dacca, the Chéru 
oVernment and Baboo Grish 


ndra Das of Dacca. 


Vartd, of the 8th March, says that acts like 
e these show that the policy of Government is 
“most suicidal. The writer thinks it improper for natives, who are loyal 


ests of Her Majesty the Queen-Empress, to allow Government to follow 
“wa suicidal policy without a protest. 
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43. The Sahachar, of the 10th March, says that it is admitted 
all hands that the existing constitution of by 
The Committee of Enquiry. Government of India is not suited t, . 
present condition of the country. It would have been well if a Rory 
Commission, instead of a Parliamentary Committee, had been appointed 1, 


enquire about the administration of India; for while the recommendation, | 


of the latter can be neglected, those of the former cannot. For th. 
reason the writer does not approve of the appointment of a COMMittes 
But the approbation or disapprobation of Indians matters little to 4, 
English Government. Everything depends upon the will of the English 
Government. Indians should try their best to make the affairs of Indi, 
known to the Committee of Enquiry. 


44. The same paper is sorry that in speaking of the Retrenchmen 

Committee Lord Dufferin evaded the most 

Beno Bciat meme, “ms “e important question, namely, the appointment 

of non-official and native members to the 

Committee. The whole country wishes to see native and non-official member: 

on the Committee, and they will not be satisfied if that is not done. No one 

questions the ability of the gentlemen who have been appointed members of 

the Committee. But to entrust eight officials only with the consideration of 

the financial condition of the whole of India is not advisable. Such an 
arrangement could never be made in England. 


45, The same paper says that it knew that Indians would not easily be 


enrolled as volunteers, and that it is not 


nai crd Duffcrin and the enrolment of therefore very sorry at Government’s refusal 

to enrol them as volunteers. But it is sorry 
that Lord Dufferin has not forgotten the crooked language of diplomacy 
even after his appointment as Viceroy. Lord Dufferin has been delighted 
at the loyalty and patriotism of natives, and is convinced that the military 
strength of the country will be increased by the enrolment of natives as 
volunteers; but he thinks that there are great obstacles in the way of 
enrolling natives as volunteers. The writer would have been glad if 
Lord Dufferin had pointed out what those obstacles were, and if he had not 
tried to satisfy natives by empty and sweet words. The obstacle is nothing 
more than the dissatisfaction of Anglo-Indians which will render impossible 
the existence of British rule in India, and for the dread of which even Lord 
Ripon had to come to a compromise with Anglo-Indians. Lord Dufferin is 
sorry because he could not reply to the petitions of natives in proper time. 
But no regret appesss to be uecessary, because he has not been able to grant 
the prayer of loyal Indians. 


46. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 11th March, says that Lord Duffero 
| appears to have laid the axe at the root of 
_, ord Dufferin and the voluatecting the volunteering movement. But he bas 
| expressed himself so vaguely on this questios 
that it is difficult to come to any clear conclusion about it. 


47. The same paper says that no one who has once realised the 
true nature of the policy according to which 
Sir Rivers Thompson has performed the 
duties of his office can be expected to respect him. His policy 
consists in increasing the ascendancy of Civilians at the expen 
of Bengalis. He has not hesitated to ridicule the teachings of desu’ 
Christ. He has no sympathy with the aspriations of natives and 3 
opposed to their advancement. He hates Bengalis and shows bis 
dislike for them even in matters in which the interests of Europeans 
not involved. He has repeatedly invited native zemindars to meet oe 
in different places in the mofussil and has often insulted them. It is 


Sir Rivers Thompson. 
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regretted that the men who are thus insulted yet seek to obtain his favour 
‘ng him respect. 
M a as ene paper says that the Viceroy’s recent reception at Cal- 
cutta was more of the nature of an official 
she Viceroy’s reception at Calentia. erention than of one by the people. There 
ve few native gentlemen present at Prinsep’s Gh&t to witness His Excel- 
i ’slanding. Lord Dufferin has by his public acts in this country forfeited 
a eee of the people. He is trying to reverse the policy introduced into 
hs administration by Lord Ripon. He caused difficulties terminated by 
Tord Ripon to again spring up in the North-Western frontier of India. 
While Lord Ripon mitigated the presure of taxation on the Indian poor, 
Tord Dufferin has imposed an oppressive income-tax upon them. He has 
rived the annexation policy of the British Government by annexing Upper 
Burmab, and has abolished even the name of the Famine Fund. Why should 
hen Indians respect him? 

49, Referring to certain proposals said to have been made by the 

Secretary of State with a view to reduce the 
The Secretary of State onthe Indian ost of administration in this country, the 
ceoetieete same paper says that the proposals are such 
that they are calculated to increase the powers of the civilians and exclude 
natives from all high posts under Government. 

50. The Surabhi and Patdkd, of the 11th March, referring to the 
English Government’s permission to the 
representatives of Russia who came to the 
Umballa Camp of Exercise to inspect the 
arrangements that are being made for the defence of India, says that if 
it be really the object of Russia to invade India, it is foolish to let her know 
the arrangements that are being made for strengthening the Indian frontier 
ata great cost. 

51. The same paper says that none of the acts done by Lord Dufferin 

ren during the year or more that he has been 


Inspection of the defences by the 
Russian representatives. 


love of justice. So far as the writer understands, Lord Dufferin is of the type 
of Lord Lytton. But he is more dangerous than Lord Lytton. 


to. achieve his ends by pleasing people with sweet words. Lord Dufferin has 
not become so unpopular as he ought to be on account of his acts. This 


due to his outward courteousness and sweet words. Lord Dufferin is not 


afnend of India, It should be seen that he may not ruin India like 
Lord Lytton. 


02. The Prajé Bandhu, of the 12th March, says that a Committee 
The Committee of Enquiry. 


the gratitude of the people of India. 


appointed members of the Committee to the ruin of India.. 


ommittee should 


9 not know the 
herefore be of no value. 


aneryl, Mr. Chandravar 
Condition 


» 


Viceroy is beneficial to India or indicative of 


Lord Lytton 
had not the power of concealing his secret thoughts which Lord Dufferin 


has. Lord Dufferin knows well how to conceal his secret thoughts and how 


of Enquiry will be appointed to enquire into 
ties _ the administration of India. Lord Randolph. 
urchill proposed the appointment of this Committee, and so he deserves 


atitud But if his party had remained in power, 
men like Sir Roper Lethbridge and Sir Richard Temple would "oath been 


| But fortunately 
; onservatives are no longer in power. Some are of opinion that the 
a d come out to India to take the evidence of natives,. 

povaes thost natives who proceed to England by sacrificing their caste 
real “a of oy 20 country, and their evidence will 

) _ £he writer does not agree in this opinion. He 
ape believe that men like Baboo Lal Mohun Ghosh, Baboo Ps sy Nath 
ao a =. ah Prag es do not understand the 

"eee € country. mitting for argument’s sake that the 
mmittee should come out to India, with rd are the members of. 


Barat MInIR, 
March 11th, 1886. 


BHaRaT MIBIR. 


SURABHI & PaTaKs, 


March 1th, 1886. 


SuURABHI & PATAKA. 


Prasa BANDHU, 
March 12th, 1886. 


[ ABva Darras, 


' March 12th, 1886. 


Arra DaRPa’. 


Ucuir Varta, 
March 13th, 1886. 


BaNGABASI, 
March 13th, 1886. 
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the Committee to put up? Either with Lord Dufferin or yig 
Sir Rivers Thompson. And they will be completely under the influeng 
of these. Men like Raja Sivaprasad will give their evidence, a4 
the report drawn up by the Committee under such circumstances anno, 
be satisfactory. 


53. The Arya Darpan, of the 12th March, says that Lord Daffer, 
Constitution of India suited tothe has acknowledged that a new life has dawned 
times. in India. The people have learned to mak, 
constitutional agitations. A public opinion has been formed in India 
People have got a new political life. They should no longer be kept away 
from political rights. What excuse has Government not to entrs 
educated natives with a share in the administration of the country? 
Government has admitted natives into the Legislative Council, but not into 
the Executive Council. The latter is closed against natives with gates of 
iron. These gates should be thrown open tothem. Until this is done, the 


constitution of the country will not be suited to the times and to the require. 
ments of justice. 


54. The same paper is greatly disappointed at the announcement 
tical made by Lord Dufferin at Madras that natives 
oo will not be allowed to enter the volunteer 
corps. This has wounded the feelings of the natives. Lord Dufferin 
admits that the natives have shown their loyalty by setting the 
volunteering movement on foot and he sympathises with the natives. But 
he has refused their prayer without setting forth any reasons for his 
refusal. He has not explained how the admission of natives could be 
injurious. The army in this country is costly. But if natives are made 
unpaid soldiers, the cost of military establishment may be reduced to the 
advantage both of the rulers and the ruled. 2 : 


55. The Uchit Vakid, of the 18th March, says that the sala of 
7 3 , _, the Viceroy of India for a month and 3 
The high salaries of Indian offcils. 1 41¢ is equal to the annual salary of Prince 
Bismarck. It is no wonder that India should be poor under these cu 


cumstances. The poverty of India will not be removed so long a th 
salaries of the officials are not reduced. 


56. The Bangabdst, of the 13th March, says that Government has pr- 

EE TOR posed to introduce egain the distillery system 

er by abolishing the outstill system. It matter 

little whether there be a distillery system or an outstill one. The purpo 
of Government is served if only the sale of liquor continues. 


57. The Sdrasvat Patra, of the 18th March, says that the public 


il a expenditure of India exceeds its income evel) 
year. If Parliament is sincere in its on 
to do good to India, it should make an enquiry inte the financial 
tion of the country. If the finances are administered with justice, We 
defects of Indian administration may be removed to a very great extent 
Lord Dufferin has appointed a Financial Committee after the 
Income-tax Bill in all haste. But the Committee is not likely to remor 
tne fundamental defects of financial administration, because it is composed 
entirely of Government officers. There isa large establishment in d, 
maintained at the cost of Indian taxpayers, named the India Office. 


‘This Committee cannot reduce the cost of the India Office, nor cs 


strengthen its constitution as the great fundamental machinery of 

administration. Prince Bismarck, the dictator of Europe, get only 
Rs. 36,000 in the year. Buta divisional officer in India gets 9 — 
A reduction of the high salaries attached to these high offices ™ 
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ial position of India. But such o work is difficult 
cy ag re The small Committee appointed by Lord Dufferin 
apt werless for it, Is there any 77 to put a stop to ve hn 
exodus of ren ae = the hills? The exodus costs a good deal o 
ork. 
te eotcing the return of the Governor-General to Calcutta and the 
ad preparations that were made for his reception, 
peception of the Governor-Genera’. the Sanjivant, of the 18th March, acke that 
natations were made to receive His Excellency when he 
: _— ePOaloutte what was the necessity of this untimely reception ? 
— writer wishes to know who has given the money required for this 
ception, and whether it has been given from the public funds. Much 
“a has been spett on this occasion. Many Englishmen and ladies 
were present at the reception, but there was not a sufficient number of 
ou Bhérat Bdsi, of the 18th March, says that Lord Dufferin 
has returned to the capital after annexing 
Butmah. Butthe poorer and middle classes 
were conspicuous by their absence from the reception on his return. His 
Lordship has disappointed them in many things, and so, though loyal to the 
representative of the Queen, they could not come out from their homes with 
enthusiasm to receive him. Many did not come because they could not 
reconcile themselves to the idea of rejoicing at the. annexation of Burmah. 
His reception oh this occasion would have been quite a different thing 
had he placed a Burmese Prince on the throne. ao 
60. The same paper says that Sir Rivers Thompson is very anxious 
Sir Rivers Thompson and the health for the health of Calcutta, thoug h he does 
of Calcutta. - pot concern . himself much about the health 
of the people in the mofussil, The writer is very grateful to Sir Rivers 
for bis anxiety to preverit the spread of cholera in the city. He remembers 
the threats held out by Sir Rivers to the Commissioners and the attempt 
wade by him to ruin them by the appointment of a Commission. People 
think that Sir Rivers is betit more on ruining the Commissioners than on 
uoproving the health of the city. ‘They believe that had Sir Rivers been 
aincere in his attempt to do good to the people, his efforts would have been 
directed towards the improvement of the health of the mofussil also. The 
condition of Calcutta has improved greatly of late. Much, however, remains 
yetto be done. But it is not proper for Sir Rivers to attempt to do every- 
thing at the latter end of his administration. The Commissioners are of 
opinion that the house-owners in Calcutta are very poor, and therefore the 
ouse-rate should not be increased. But the Lieutenant-Governor is of 
Opition that the Commissioners will be wrong if they carry out sanitary 
luprovements with borrowed money. The writer thinks that the future 
penerations of the inhabitants of Calcutta should also be made to bear the 
Coss of improvements carried out in this generation. The Lieutenant- 
Governor may be said to be the head of the Anglo-Indians. He has 
directed an increase of the house-tax, because it will not touch the pockets 
of Europeans who occupy rented houses. The Commissioners have acted 
nghtly. But they must be prepared for very harsh treatment at the 
Lands of the Lieutenant-Governor. The writer does not think as many do, 
“ead 8 Honour, who has the support of the Viceroy and of the late 
Clary of State for India in this matter, will remain silent. 
61. The same paper says that if the internal administration of India 
nat? internal administration of 18 to be improved, the India Council should 
fice ca} be reorganized. The members should hold 


the (Clo ml Bi five years, and native gentlemen should be appointed to 


The return of Lord Dufferin. 


The provincial governorships should be conferred upon. 


SANJIVANI, 
March 13th, 1886, 


BHarat Bast, 
March 13th, 1883, 


BHARAT Basi. 


BHARsT Basi. 


SamvaD PRABHAKAR, 
March 13th, 1886. 


SaDHARANI, 
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respectable gentlemen from England instead of being given to Civ; 
like Sir Rivers Thompson and Sir Alfred Lyall. Provincial rate 
lative Councils should be reorganized. Instead of appointing Secretar., 
to Government as members of these Councils, men of independencs 
and character, both European and native, should be appointed, and a certai, 
number of members should be elected by the people. A similar reorganiy,. 
tion of the Indian Legislative Council should also be made. 
62. The Samvdd Prabhdkar, of the 13th March, says that, wheneyo, 
| the natives pray for anything to Lord Dufferi, 
The volunteering movement. his reply to them is always couched tn 
diplomatic language. His Lordship says that he is very glad thy 
the people of India want to become volunteers, but he cannot recom. 
mend their enrolment. If he cannot grant the people what they want 
how can he sympathise with them? Perhaps the word sympathy ho 
another meaning in diplomatic language. 
63. The Sddhdrani, of the 14th March, says that now many persons 
say that the reconstitution of the Legislative 
ccue,reconstitation of the Legislative Councils is indispensable for the welfare of 
Wnnanann a aa the country. The Indian delegates in Eng. 


land expressed an opinion to that effect to Mr. Chamberlain. A Bengal 


National League has been established for agitating for that end. But the 
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writer cannot say that an agitation for that purpose should be made 
before all other agitations. Will the object of Indians be fulfilled if the 
Legislative Councils are reconstituted in the manner they wish them to be 
reconstituted ? The writer also does not believe that the English Government 
will easily reconstitute the Legislative Qouncils. Native agitations are not 
successful because the public take no part in those agitations. Supposing 
the Councils to be reconstituted, who can be sure that Government will not 
interfere with their work? The system of trial by jury was introduced into 
the country. But has not the power of the jurors been diminished ? This 
could not have taken place if there had been a strong public opinion. 
64. The same paper saysthat it is very difficult for a people and 
hs Gina tak ete a foreign government to understand one 
: another. Ifinsuch a case a few selfish off- 
cials are the interpreters between the two, the misunderstanding between 
the Government and the people is very great. Men are naturally partial 
to their countrymen. This partiality in a considerable measure destroys 
the peace and happiness of both the people and the foreign Government. 
Such is the case in India. The Queen and the people of India cannot 
understand one another. She can only learn the views of Indians through 
the writings of a few newspapers which reach her sometimes though in a 
distorted state in consequence of passing through many mediums. Over 
and above this the officials try to conceal from her the fact that Indians 
are dying of starvation. The people of India revere their sovereigns like 
gods. If Burmah had really been annexed for the honour of the Quees, 
if there had been no other means of defraying the expenses of the Burmese 
war than the flesh and blood of India, and if Indians had enough to ea) 
they would have gladly paid not only the income-tax, but everything that 
they have. Those who recommend the oppression of such a loyal people, 
a cause ill-feelings between them and Government, are 
rebels. : 
65. The same paper says that though Sir Ashley Eden was constantly 
= : oF __ condemned by the native press and at native | 
by natives ns (0 antinative officials meetings, no Lieutenant-Governor receivedsuch 
honour as he on the eve of his departure 
Though Sir John Peter Grant was the most popular Lieutenant-Governor, ® 
statue of him has not yet been set up. But a statue of Sir Ashley Eden has 
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ted. Now honour is being done to another anti-native Englishman, 
heen erected. — Dy raghad ryt se yt apeg y Fi AN 
ely, Sir Richard Garth. Such 1s his merit that since his appointment as 
a ‘Justice the prestige of the High Court has begun to diminish. 
Sot native’ could have forgotten this if he had been their friend. But he 
has proved his hostility to natives by his opposition to the Ibert Bill and to 
the appointment of Mr. Justice Romesh Chunder Mitter as Officiating 
Chief Justice. It is doubtful whether any man is 80 hostile to natives as 
cir Rivers Thompson. Still (what a shame!) he is being received every- 
ghere with honour. The time of his departure 1s drawing near. He 
knows that he cannot expect a statue like Sir Ashley Eden. But he 1s 
staining his object by dining in the houses of those natives who consider 
te worship of Hnglishmen a sure means of entering heaven. 
66. The Dacca Prakdsh, of the 14th March, in noticing the utter- 
3 ance of Lord Dufferin in connection with the 
native volunteering movement, says that His 
Lordship could have expressed himself in plainer terms instead of having 
ecourse to circumlocution as he has done. The long and short of the thing 
‘3 that, the English distrust natives, otherwise why should they disarm them, 
and reject this their just prayer? The Knglish say that the natives 
are loyal. But this is an idle statement. 

67. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 15th March, says that many 
Russian representatives at the Delhi people think that the Government made a 
Camp of Exercise. mistake by inviting Russia to send a represen- 
tative to the Delhi Camp of Exercise. Itis apprehended that such a 
representative will be able to know what the internal state of the country 
is, that the British Indian army isinferior to the Russian army, &c., and 
tiiat, if Russia knows all this correctly, the fears which she now entertains 
in regard to India will be dispelled. Itis also thought that the Govern- 
ment is wrong in allowing the Russian representative to still stay in this 
country at its expense, and to collect information regardiug those places and 
matters which ought to be kept concealed from Russia. There is therefore 
nuch dissatisfaction in regard to the course which Government is following, 
and many people think that that course should be protested against. The 
writer, however, thinks that when foreign representatives were invited 
Lord Dufferin probably: believed that the Russian representative would go 
away immediately after seeing the Camp of Exercise, and that no injury 
would therefore result from asking Russia to send a representative. He 
a have also thought that Russia would feel obliged by being asked to 
. a representative, and therefore give up her present hostile attitude. 
~ astute Russia has seen through Lord Dufferin’s motive, and availed 
erself of the Opportunity to secure her own interest. The Russian repre- 
“Me after coming to India, became a guest of the Governor-General. 
re aera is therefore bound by the rules of common courtesy and 
a ag Ds, ig to allow the Russian representative to act as he wishes, 
“wl 4 a 7 to travel in India just as he pleases, although unwilling 
he eat 2. 80. It is doubtful whether the Czar would have, if 
. a, r we circumstances, allowed an English representative 
the yah is dominions in the same way as Lord Dufferin has allowed 
et ae apg gh to travelin India. Lord Dufferin has fallen 
va : — ties in regard to Russia. When he came to India, he 
. A. ; a settle the Russian difficulty which had then arisen ; 
method of — 4 not only increased the difficulty, but by his wrong 
al ean sors want of foresight he allowed Russia to insult England, 
had never f. matters to a pass in which Knglish officials had to fare as they 

ared before, and Russia nearly entered Afghanistan. When he 


ranged f ; 
Russia by eda Camp of Exercise, he hoped that he would frighten 


The volunteering movement. 


a display of India’s military strength, and make friends 
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with Russia by inviting her to senda representative. It is & matter of dont 
whether these hopes have been fulfilled, but it is certain that Russia has 
availed herself of the Camp of Exercise to obtain thorough information 
regarding the internal affairs of India. 

68. Tie same paper says that the Zsmes newspaper attributes the 

establishment of the National Congress j, 
India and the demands of its founders to the 
mode of administration adopted by Lord Ripon in India. According to the 
Times, the present high aspirations of natives are due to Lord Ripon’s 
administrative policy. Has Lord Dufferin been sent out here to put down 
these aspirations ? The Zimes is opposed to the introduction of the system 
of representative government into India, owing toa fear that that event 
will put an end to English rule in this country, 

69. The same paper says that there do not appear to be any reasonable 
grounds for prohibiting the entrance of Maha. 
rajah Dhuleep Singh into the Punjab. Visit 
to what were once his father’s dominions is not likely to lead to any painful 
thoughts in his mind, because he has never, during the long period of his 
absence therefrom, come to see the Punjab, nor are the Sikhs likely to rige 
in nis favour. He has embraced Christianity, and the Sikhs have no sym. 
pathy for him. Again what can the Sikhs do even if they are attached 
to him? They have lost their former valour, and have been disarmed, 
Dhuleep Singh again cannot intrigue against the British Government 
because he has not the intellectual ability required for the work. He does 
not possess the abilities of his father, and while in India will probably 
organize meetings for the abolition of the caste system, or to obtain an 
increase of his allowance. 

70. The Samaya, of the 15th March, says that India is suffering a 

Sees Meeks great loss from her export trade. Where 
import is less than export, the state of the 
country is surely bad; and the readers will be surprised to see the great 
difference of exports and imports of this country. It is our duty now to 
stand against this export system. The protective system is not a new one; 
but as our rulers are a commercial people, we can expect but very little 
from them in the matter of introducing a protective system. We should 
have self-government 1n this matter. 

71. The same paper raises the following objections to the imposition 

i of an income-tax :—Both the salaried officers 

of Government and the pension-holders have 

been made liable to taxation; but itis highly unjust to realise tax from 

those who, after a long active service, are passing the latter portion of their 
lives on pensions given them by Government. 


2. Government has levied tax on income arising from Government 


The National Congress. 


Dhuleep Singh. 


securities, Everyone can understand how unjust this is. Government paper 


is nothing but a deed in which Government promises to pay a certain rale 
of interest to those from whom it has borrowed money. Now, would 1 
not be an indirect breach of promise to make deductions from this interest? 
Besides, the interest on Government securities is the only means of living 
for many poor and helpless women, and it is often used for public and 
charitable purposes. Consequently, the attitude of Government towar 
these poor creatures and these charitable institutions is not praiseworthy. 

3. Ithas been shown in the discussions on the Chowkidar Bill 
that great oppression will be practised on villagers in the assessment of the 
tax which that Bill proposes to impose. The same will be the case 10 the 
assessment of the income-tax too. Under these circumstances, it is the du'7 
of Government to pay particular attention to the assessment of the tal. 
But it is vain to expect these things from our civilized British rulers. 
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ses have been made liable to taxation. Itis impossible to 
‘1 words how dangerous this procedure is. Moreover, in Calcutta and 
express 7 es, where municipal taxation exist, there would be no 
other’ P tl of the people. Lastly, the people of India are 
limit to the misery peopic ; 
erally poor: it would be convenient to them if the taxes were collected 
eee and not for three months in advance. 
ere The same paper says that the number of British soldiers both in 
2 England and in India is seventy thousand in 
Native soldiers. all. In addition to these there are native soldiers. 
The cost for British soldiers is double in comparison with the cost of soldiers 
a other countries. Besides, these soldiers are incapable of undergoing great 
suferings. Ample proof of this has been seen in the Soudan war. The 
native soldiers can fight for three days continually by taking only a mouth- 
ful of oats and a little quantity of water, but the white-skined soldiers 
become quite useless if they do not get sufficient quantity of food in 
time. 
as There is a great difference between the arms that are given to the native 
soldiers and those that are given to the British soldiers. Some are of opinion 
that better arms are not given to the native soldiers, because then there may 
be great danger in case of a general rising. Ifthe British Government is so 
much suspicious as to the loyalty of the native soldiers, it 1s better not to 
keep them at all; for what would be the result if the rulers did not repuse 
confidence in those men in whose hands lies the safety of the Empire ? 

The attitude of Government towards the native soldiers also needs to be 
changed. The native soldiers gain victory atthe sacrifice of their lives ; 
but at the time of distribution of the prize-money no _ consideration is 
shown to them, and on the contrary they are left in the background like 
hated things only because they are natives. Again, dress, boots and other 
things required in war are given to the British soldiers at a very small price, 
but no such consideration is shown to the natives. 

73. The same paper says that Maharajah Dhuleep Sing Bahadoor 
left London for India on the 13th of this 
month. Ue has no objection to taking the 
pension of two and ahalf lakhs of rupees which the British Government 
has agreed to give him after taking away his own kingdom. But how 
did the British Government deprive him of the jewels and gold which 
he had inherited from his father ? He is returning to India because it is 
very expensive for a man of his position to live in England. He has 
forshaken the Christian religion tothe great mortification of the Christians 
and the missionaries. 

: A great agitation is going on regarding the return of the Maharajah. 
ome say that a dreadful event will happen as soon as the Maharajah 
sets foot in this country. Government also is afraid of such an occur- 
rence, When the British Government has given him permission to return 
: edie, he has been expressly told that he will not be allowed to return 
cl Punjab ; but that as soon as he lands in India he will be required to 
-“ain under the care of the officers of the Indian Foreign Office. It is evi- 


4, How 


Maharajah Dhuleep Singh. 


te for him to expect ease and tranquillity. He will not be able to 

ralise even a fourth part of the happiness which he enjoyed in England. 

? 4 ditor thinks that there is no cause of anxiety regarding the return 
¢ Maharajah ; and if there is any cause of suspicion, it is better not to 
oW him to return to India. 


5 14 The Navavibhdkar, of the 15th March, says that Lord Kimberley 
Bag eimberley and the Committee did not, in enumerating the subjects which 
Enquiry would be considered by the Committee of 


mention the most important subject, namely, the reconstitution 


teat from this that he will be required to remain here as a prisoner. It is 
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of the Legislative Councils. From this the writer infers that he Wants 
merely to varnish the constitution of the Government of India. Ig the 
Committee also acts in tha’ spirit the country will be injured instead of 
being benefited. The administration will not be really improved Unless 
the Legislative Councils are reconstituted. Lord Kimberley has said 
nothing on the point. On the contrary, he has hinted that no change yjl 
be made in the main principle of the present system of administration 
This has filled people with apprehension. This apprehension should be 
soon removed from their minds. But a correspondent of the Times has Written 
that the system of administration will be radically changed. But both 
Lord Kimberley and the correspondent of the Zimes have said nothing 
about the Legislative Councils. : 
Navavisnaxan, - %5, Thesame paper says that the statement of the Mussulmans of 
March 15th, 1886. = 4 imans and the public Noakhali, that Mussulmans cannot ente 
service. those offices in which Hindus have influence 
is unjust. The writer knows well that the claims of incompetent Hindu 
candidates are in no Office preferred to those of competent Mussulman 
candidates. Everywhere merit is respected. This should be done in the 
interest of the public service. Even Mussulman officers employ Hindus in 
preference to Mussulmans for the greater ability of the former. Hindus 
are more valued in the service of Nawab Ganimiya than Mussulmans, 
for the sake of their ability. The Mussulmans of Noakhali have done 
wrong in requesting Government to show undue favour to Mussulmans, 
As for their argument that there should be a Mussulman Judge in the High 
Court, as Mussulmans alone know the Mahomedan law, the writer says 
that when the English Judges are everywhere deciding cases of Mahomedan 
law with the aid of English works on that law, why will not the English 
and Bengali Judges of the High Court be able to do the same with the 
aid of those books? A Mussulman Judge of the High Court will not 
have also to decide cases of Mahomehan law alone. 
San SUDHANIDHY, 76. The Sdr Sudhdnidhi, of the 15th March, says that the salary of 
March 15th, 1886. The high salaries of English the Viceroy and of the Provincial Governors 
officials. of India exceeds that of the Prime Minister 
of Germany. The salaries of the Commissioners of Divisions are almost 
equal to the salary of the German Prime Minister. Under these circumstance, 
should British administration be characterized as rule or plunder ? 
Ran Boemanteet. 77. ‘The same paper says that after the statements made by the Viceroy 
Lord Dufferin and enrolment of at Madras regarding the prayer of natives 
aqeires 60 Cemntnete. for enrolment as volunteers, no hopes of good 


can be entertained by natives. Natives may be happy only if the con- 
stitution of the Government is changed. 
Som PRAKASH, 


78. The Som Prakdsh, of the 15th March, referring to the Viceroy’s 
March l6th, 1886. 


Lord Dufferin and Sir Alfred Lyall Calling for the papers of the Laidman versus 
and Mr. Laidman. ; 


ee earsey case, says that he is so completely 
surrounded by Civilians that it greatly doubts whether he will do justice. 


Probably the argument of Mr. Laidman’s and Sir Alfred Lyall’s having a 

large family will prevail. The writer sees that the Viceroy will only censure 
those officials on paper. 

79. The same paper says that the salary of Prince Bismarck, the 

ss selaitek at Niles mks greatest of living statesmen, is only Rs. 3,000 


. per month. But the salary of the Viceroy of 
India for a month and a half is equal to the salary of Prince Bismarck for 
a whole year. The members of the Indian Council each draw a wontbly 
salary of Rs. 4,166, The salaries of the Indian Civilians are so high * 
to cause surprise. Prince Bismarck cannot take a large sum because it will 


injure his country. But the English drain away as much money from 
India as they can for the benefit of their own country. 
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er says that there can be no doubt that Ireland 5° Pszass, 
enesnbmae "will in a great measure open the eyes of waacuan armen 
fodis and the example of Ireland. € Fodin There can be no . 7 . oe 
in India commit greater oppression than the Mnglis 
Boal or Treland. It is certain that agitation will make the English 
cy ion their selfish policy in India. Indians will gain their point if 
re : agitate like the Irish in a persevering spirit. 
a. The Samachar Chandrika, of the 15th March, says that Prince — 
Bismarck gets Rs. 36,000 only in the March 16¢h, 1886 
The retrenchment scheme. year; Mr. Gladstone gets only Rs. 50,000. 
But the Viceroy of India gets Rs. 2,50,000, with an allowance of 
Rs, 1,20,000. So the pay of the Viceroy 1s ten times that of the 
German Minister. Even Divisional Commissioners of India get as much 
3 Prince Bismarck. A great agitation is going on for retrenchment. | If 
Government does not like to follow a ridiculous course of policy, and if it 
does not like to weaken the foundations of the British Empire by following 
an one-sided course of action, it should retrench the salaries of all big 
~ officers, from the Viceroy downwards, and not deprive a few poor natives 
of their bread. 


89, The Dasnik, of the 17th March, says that Government is spending — pax, 
much on the Agricultural Department in vain. March 17th, 1886. 
It has trained natives in agriculture, but they 

aresitting idle. They can do much if they get employment in the Agricul- 

tural Department. Government has now thought of sending a number of 

Civilians to England for giving them an agricultural education. The Princi- 

pal of the Cirencester College has made arule that the Civilians who will be 

sent up to that college will not have to take up all the subjects for examina- 

tion, and will be allowed the option of taking up some subjects 


or not. A new way will now be open tothe Civilians for remaining at 
home without doing much. 


83. The Samodd Prabhakar, of the 18th March, says that the Liberals S04? Paarmaner, 
The reformof the Indian adminis: are not likely todo as much as is expected aaron 
cto of them by way of reform of the Indian 

administration. They have appointed a Committee of Enquiry according 

to the proposal made by the Conservatives. The writer would be glad if a 

Royal Commission were appointed in the place of aCommittee. Some good 

night be expected from the Committee if it came out to India for 

taking evidence on the spot. More harm than good is likely to come of the 

Committee. Sir Roper Lethbridge has informed the House of Commons that 

no good will result if the Committee does not come out to India. The 

writer thanks Sir Roper for his good will. 


I11.—Lzersnattve. 


SA. The Sansodhint, of the oth March, says that Government is = Sarsopaumr, 
The Chowkidari Bill. going to withdraw the little self-government Meh 5th, 1886. 


: power that remained in the bands of the people 
ata time when the Local Self-Government Act is going to be fatedteed 


te country. Under the provisions of the Chowkidari Bill, the chowkidar, 
ar and the sirdar will have to act under the police, and the puncha- 
<f * heniary asa mere puppet. While admitting that the punchayet 
ible f : not worked well in all villages, the writer holds the police respon- 
rthe failure. If the police did not interfere, bad men could never 
th ats punchayets, and gond men could never have refused to 
Jp priate ‘The interests of peace would have been better served 
ant of withdrawing the power of the punchayets, attempts had been 
ol Spent them by election. The proposed tehsildars and sirdars will 
inane busance. They will do anything in the village with impunity. 

© increased to meet the salaries of these officers, while people will 


The Agricultural Department. 
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not benefit in the least by their appointment. It would have been better 
if the number of chowkidars had been increased. 
ans 85. The Sahachar, of the 10th March, says that the Chowkidar; Bil 
ne i has been almost abandoned by the Seley 
er Committee. The writer says that he always 
recommended that the Bill should be withdrawn. The Select Committe. 
will entrust the punchayet with the collection of the chowkidani tax, py 
the punchayet will have to send the money to the Collector who will ps 
the chowkidars their salaries through bis own men. The writer must object 
to this provision if the Collector's men in this case mean policemen, The 
writer cannot approve of any provision which is calculated to make the choy. 
kidars disobedient to the punchayet. The present defects of the system of 
selecting the punchayets should be removed, and the punchayets should be 
allowed to have complete authority over the chowkidars. When new police 
arrangements will probably be made after the enquiries of the Parlia. 
mentary Committee have been completed, the passing of the Bil 
should be postponed till that time. The writer is glad that Sir Rivers 
Thompson has understood that it is not advisable to act against public 
opinion. The writer advises the Civilian Secretaries to show greater 
respect for public opinion. | 
Runopore Dig 86. The Rungpore Dik Pratash, of the 11th March, hears that 
ery "; G t will writhdraw the Chowkidan 
March 11th, 1886. ‘The Chowkidari Bill. oe 7 — 
bill. The writer thinks that it would have 
done well if instead of withdrawing the Bill it had increased the powers 
of the punchayets and made them a little more independent. 


BuERI, 87. The Bheri, of the 12th March, says that the Putwari Bill was 


extent ee once discussed in the Legislative Council 
: ou last year, but the matter was dropped. It 
is now being pressed again. Roughly speaking, the putwaries will become 
something like sub-deputies and canoongoes on 9 small scale, and the secuniy 
of people’s property will depend on their good will. Though their pay wil 
be very small—not sufficient for the purchase of a pair of good shoes—yet 
they will not be in want. Both zemindars and ryots will compete to buy 
their good will. Formerly Government officers getting Rs. 3 or Rs. 4 were J 
very well off, and used to leave behind them property worth Rs. 20,000 
or Rs. 25,000. Government is going to create a large number of public 
servants of this class. Not only will the ryots have to bribe them, but 
by their instrumentality the little good feeling that subsists between 
zemindars and ryots will also be gone. Have the legislators vowed not to 


allow the poor ryots to live in peace? Why otherwise do the 
try to harass them by passing Acts upon Acts ? 


SaABaSVAT PaTRA, 


88. The Sdrasvat Patra, of the 13th March, says that the 
March 13th, 1886. 


is tain tial Putwari Bill was introduced in the Bengal 

, Legislative Council during the stay o 
Sir Rivers Thompson in Calcutta last year. Mr. MacDonoel 
gave out the other day that the Bill had obtained the approval 
of the Secretary of State for India who had expressed a desift 
that his Despatch should be treated as a confidential ot 
The writer does not understand why it should be so treated when the 
Putwari law will affect the people. The putwaries and canoongo™ 
were an established institution in Bengal. I; has fallen into diss 
because it produced no good result. It is still an established institutio? 
in Behar, but it produces no good result there too. With these faci | 
staring in the face, how does Government think of re-establishing 1 
Bengal ? The functions of the putwaries under the Bill will be differen’ 
from those under the old system. The new putwaries will have nothing 


to do with the realization of rent, yet the landlords and tenants will bare 
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a tax to meet the cost of their entertainment. Government 


to Pe ‘nto 3 nsideration whether it is proper to make people 
= “l,i a: an old and effete institution. One of the main 
re et the Bill is to reduce the number of suits relating to land by keeping 
yet of the rights of those interested in land. But will this object 
Ayer by the appointment of putwaries on Rs. 6a month ? The 


griter thinks that Bengal does not want the Putwari Bill. Itis unneces- 


here. ls 
galy 99. The Sanjivant, of the 13th March, says that the Chowkidari 


Bill, in the form in which it was introduced 
The Chowkidari Bi™ in the Legislative Council, ‘ caused ‘ great 
) he people. The people will be glad to learn that the danger 
" ns ag e ' dats of ahes Ananda Mohan Bosu, by the praise- 
worthy agitation made by the natives, and by the energy displayed by the 
Indian Association, this evil has been nipped in the bud. it is 
undoubtedly a good sign that Government has withdrawn the Bill on 
account of the opposition of the natives. Are nob the natives now convinced 
of the efficacy of agitation ? 


90, The Nava Medint, of the 13th March, is glad to notice that ereal 

saan > Putwari agitation is going on in every direction 

Bill. ee against the Chowkidari Bill. If the Bill 

is passed in the form in which it bas been introduced, it will undoubtedly 
work great hardship. 


Government has introduced the Putwari Bill in the Council with a 
view to benefit both zemindars and ryots, but unfortunately both these 
classes of men and the native papers are protesting against the measure 
almost in one voice. Even many local officers are opposed to the measure. 
The writer does not find any necessity for the Bill. The ill-paid putwaries 
wil ruin both zemindars and ryots. They will support the claims of 
whoever pays them handsomely. But they being Government officers 
Government will have to place its confidence in them. 


91. The Bhdrat Basi, of the 13th March, says that the ruler of 
ees Bengal has resolved to pass the Putwari Bill 
: at the sacrifice of common sense, and in spite 

of the protests made against it by the people, by the press, and by the 
Divisional officers. Before submitting the Bill to the Select Committee, 
the Lieutenant-Governor has obtained the sanction of the Secretary of 
state in the matter. The despatch of the Secretary of State has been 
placed in the hands of the Select Committee, with instructions to keep its 
Contents strictly secret. The writer does not understand why they should 
be kept so. It may be that he has not agreed to sanction all that Sir 
Rivers wanted. The despatch has not been published, lest people should 
unk that Sir Rivers is incapable of holding the high office entrusted to 
+, ate, or perhaps because the rulers want to do everything in the dark. 
fa can be the object of taking the sanction of the Secretary of State 
= the passing of any measure? Bills are sent to that functionary 
: er their passing. ‘his is advantageous in many ways. People may 
Ppeal to him against passing the Bill. But if the sanction of superior 


authorities 3 pone 
ok ag is obtained beforehand, it virtually puts a stop to such 


inhte eernment isnot so much anxious for the settlement of the 


: s of zemindars and tenants as to get an increase of revenue. 
fot will declare 


but such declaration 


1 Govern- 
that getting an increase of revenue is not its object. 


s are made by Government before imposing any new 


SaNJIVANI, 
March 13th, 1886. 


Nava MEDINI, 
March 13th, 1886. 


BHARAT Basl, 
March 13th, 1886. 
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taxes. It made a similar declaration before passing the Court Pees Ac 
bus it has not made any improvement of the Civil Courts. Government i, 
getting a large revenue from the Postal Department, but it has made moe 
arrangement for the reduction of postage. It is levying 70 or 80 lakh, 
of rupees from the Road Cess and the Public Work Cess. But from the 
condition of the mofussil roads it does not appear that half the money i, 
expended in repairing the roads. The putwaris on Rs. 4a month will be 
more corrupt than chaprassis on Rs. 6. They will receive bribes sometimes 
from zemindars and sometimes from raiyats and make an excellent (?) settle. 
i. ek ment of their rights. 


Scots youh, 1008 92, The Dacca Prakash, of the 14th March, says that Governors 4, 


mae not legislate in India, but there are Legislative 

panties sahnynemeancatancins Councils who make laws. But the member 
of these Councils are not elected. The income-tax was imposed only 
the other day, and there is again a proposal of imposing a chowkidari cess, 
As long as this state of things will last, there is no hope thatthe rulers and 
the ruled will be in harmony. If the appointments to the Legislative 
Councils are made by election, there will be no difference between India 
and England as regards the procedure of legislation. 


93. The same paper says that the Putwari Bill is a well known 


measure. Government has not pla 
The Putwari Bill. p ced the 


letter of the Secretary of State for India on 
the table of the Legislative Council of Bengal. Some of the members 


wanted to see the letter, but it has not been placed in their hands, because 
it is treated as a confidential communication. This is not a matter 
of foreign policy. Why then has it been treated as such? The majonity 
of local officers have given their opinion against the measure, 
jb oiieemek 94. The Navavibhakar, of the 15th March, says that there is now a 
March 15th, 1886. The reconstitution of the Legislative Legislative Council in Bengal, Madras, and 
Councils. Bombay. When Lord Canning provided for 
the establishment of Provincial Legis!ative Councils, he did not think it 
necessary to establish such a Council in any province except Bengal. But 
the experience of the last 25 years has shown that such a Council should be 
established in two or three provinces more. The Viceregal Council should 
not legislate for the provinces. It should only make the laws which will be 
applicable to the whole of India and should sanction or veto the laws 
made by the Provincial Councils. The main duty of the Viceregal Council 
should be to check the Provincial Councils, In order to exercise this power 
properly the Viceregal Council should have representatives from all pro 
vinces 1n it, and the Provincial members should have complete freedom. The 
number of members of the Viceregal Council should be increased, if necessary, 
for that purpose. Ifthe number of members is increased, business will be 
smoothly carried on and not obstructed. Provincial Legislative Council 
should be established in the North-Western Provinces, the Punjab, the 
Central Provinces, and Burmah. Assam should be as formerly included 
Bengal, Ajmere should be included in the Central Provinces 
and Berar and Coorg in Madras and Bombay, respectively. If this ® 
done, the whole of British India will enjoy the benefit of Legislative 
Councils, The number of members of Legislative Councils sbould be fixe 
according to population. When in the Legislative Council of New 
Zealand, which has a population of only 6 lakhs, there are 45 members, why 
should not there be a larger number of members in the Legislative Coun?! 
of Bengal which has a population of 7 crores ? cd 
Sow PRAKasT, Yo. The Som Prakash, of the 15th March, says that the Chowkidar 
Se we ed Bill, which will have the effect of increasiog 1" 


| burden upon the people by 26 lakhs annually, 
and will yet reduce the number of Meese - 40,000, could hav 


Dacca PRAKASH. 


2 hae RFE BEE AS REE = 
r oc mei 4 ae deen . 
Oe SaaS ee RI ONE STRAPS SKB 


ae 
P ie 
S 
: e 
~ a 
 f 
5 
4 iy 
; ft 
ae 4 
» 
g 
S 
ot 
“ ef 
e T 
es 
Pa 
T 
‘ bs 
4 
oa 
’ 
a 
+ A ae 
# fn 
x fei, 
* z a) 
alg 
“| 
‘ 
ie 
wae 
: i 
4 : 
a ; 
> a +k 
t 4 
3 ‘hs 
te €" 
: e 
nee 
* ay 
~~” WS 
: ae 
3 : Sai 
ey 
6 “ 
$ 
e 
we £ 
< 
. Ree 
4a7* 
Fh 
one 
* wt “ 
; OAs 
> a} 
i oe 
4 
Wak, 
; : 
7 
Ci, 
3 oh 
i A et 
4 
4 > 
3) 
% 
a 
ee 
% 
; 
ie 
ot 
y 
ke 
*) 
ts, 
# 
¢ 
t 
rN 
Lf 
PRA 
2 
' 
% . 
3 


4 

¢ 

+ 

4 

. 

* 

# 

z 

PS 

: ~ 

: es 
ee 

1 oe 
tee 

oo 

<3 te % 

gf ie? 

oe a 
BR # 


" ‘ ' . 
6 “ CO ke eRe Sn alll * . - Stns tet, t . : ‘ : mn * SY 
ee r wee y 2 ,» allies ’ , . . " 
ROR AOE TS . REE omen Camano” gee ete ‘ tee, ist. a ‘ <4 | 
tar oar ty an €: wy - Sas P eink 2 2 
® teh c 7 Ss « $s * ee? as ee eee er i ' re - 7 . ta e 
ee ie Sar , we i+ 5 iis, ee me. ay cane wie te : sees 4 ei Ji cca Pages ¥ newt 
Reade Pay Ts ee ER ty % ar ner . pi Repaintey 7. Pit oni ee ws e ue casera? an ty See ign “3 4 me as e 4 
“ i Moi 7 : eS 8 a ‘ : B ea we : ” “ yn ne : Pat " 
Aaah 8 Os Se cts opt 5 = ts naam ‘Sachi ead » 1 gs 1 2 a " — 
‘ . . , le: ie ms Se : ns : ope z 
3 Se jf > : Ris ye OY anes. Ose 7 ie ; 
S , ee eee as Seam Ft ae fs wv "< 
aay rete: 


tot ‘ a ~ oe 
PT jc AGE GERD CAS, 


en DE Aap SCO LL OIE 
Mg SS A GR TOS PY 
ed alts pags ate oe ieee 
> gs Hite? Ar sdho hn Saal a AX a“ 
aE eae he oon 25 ash pei 


~ > bres 
Y SESE 
a » Aw Se q 6 
% S Ee 
ote sath of* argh ti 
et ate PPG ID OI RGN 
~ 7 eg chines el 
aM, ‘ pena as wiege 
a Ae ys é 
y c 
> ¥ “eh 
4 Besar ge ss 


= al 


_—_— 
nl 


( 351 ) 


manated from no other person than Sir Rivers Thompson. Under this 
e 


9 le will have to pay a larger sum and yet their person and 
grangemere oy ont secure. It was formerly rumoured that the Bull would 


rr elra But it is now said that it would be simply amended. The 
Pill has not probably been withdrawn lest Mr. Garretts feelings should be 
wounded. ‘The present rulers seem to be more disposed to please 
Eaclishmen than to govern according to just principles. . 
"96, The same paper says that itis a matter of congratulation that 
us under the amended Chowkidari Bull, the 
The Chowkidari Bill punchayets will have almost all powers and 
that the chowkidari tax will not be increased. The writer recommends 
mat the members of the punchayets should be elected by the villagers, and 
that the Magistrate should have no power in that matter. An agitation 
should be made upon this subject. 

97. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 15th March, says that if 
Sir Rivers Thompson withdraws the Putwarl 
Bill from his Council, the people of Bengal 
will feel as much obliged and delighted as they have felt by his virtual with- 
jrawal of the Chowkidari Bill. The Putwari Bill will injure the country 
and distrub the peace of the people as much as the Chowkidari Bill would, 
if passed into law, have done. Probably the putwaries and canoongoes will 
receive salaries of Rs. 20 and Rs. 50 a month. Disputes involving rent, 
accounts between zemindars and tenants will be decided by them. This 
means that questions between zemindars and tenants which are now decided 
by highly placed judicial officers, aided by vakeels and mookhtears, and 
by the light of oral testimony and documentary evidence will be 
under the proposed putwari law, decided by putwaris of little or no 
position on salaries of Rs. 20 a month. The man whose salary is 
Rs, 20 cannot be a man of high social position. Such a man 
cannot resist the temptation of making a little money over and above 
his salary. Consequently in deciding disputes of the nature mentioned 
above, the putwaris will, in many cases, make mistakes through intellectual 
incapacity, and will, in many cases, commit injustice from love cf money. 
Government intends, by this Bill to promote the interests of the tenants ; 


The Chowkidari and Putwari Bills. 


but as the power to engage good vakeels and mookhtears and to influence 


* people of a locality will be on the side of the zemindars, the weak, 
helpless and poor tenants will not be convenienced by the proposed system. 
0, even if the putwaris be disposed to be impartial, they will, in man 
cases, be compelled to decide against the tenants, and the Putwari Bill will 
= no common injustice. If the Chowkidari Bill had passed, people 
Wu : have had to pay a chowkidari tax slightly in excess of what they now 
ind under the Putwari Bill, tenants and zemindars will have to pay 
“ ane of the nature of the road cess. Consequently, the Putwari 
“sah vi a regards taxation, bear more hardly upon the villagers 
seed : oreiae Bill would have done. The Putwari Bill will work 
ale : é mischief which the Chowkidari Bill, if passed, would have 
ng - ‘ i addition to it, it will destroy the little good feeling which 
addi on etween zemindars and tenants, by transferring to putwaris the 
pr 4 4 those questions relating to rent accounts between zemindars 
whee 4 ich are now decided by the zemindars to the satisfaction of 
7. bd pe les. It is the interest of the English to prevent the growth 
ney asi po among the Indian people. This object will be exceed- 
* Bea erved by the proposed putwari law, inasmuch as by promoting 
g etween zemindars and tenants, it will alienate them from each 


Other, and im 
t the G. poverish them both. Increase of litigation is a source of gain 


overnment, and theref 
re 1 refore many people believe that the ob 
ie Bills relating to zemindars and A a which Sir Rivers Ped 
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has introduced into his Council, is to increase the Government revenye b 
increasing litigation. But though productive of 7 immediate financi 
advantage, the policy may be ultimately very mischievous. Whoever }, 
endeavoured to rule a kingdom by draining the people of their money 
fallen. The Government saw on the occasion of the dreadfy] famine i, 
Madras and Bombay, that they had to spend more money to save the tom 
of the people than what they had drained from them into the Exchequer 
Government is also unable by such expenditure of money to save the lives 
of its people. The famine-stricken country again being deprived of it 
population, remains for a long time in a state, which precludes the Govern. 
ment from drawing much revenue from it. If the Bengal tenant 
impoverished, the condition of Bengal will be as bad as that of Bombay 
and Madras. The Government is seeing that the condition of Benoa 4 
becoming worse and worse. So if the Bengalis begia for any special reason 
to be poorer, the condition of Bengal will become very wretched, and if there 
be a drought only once, Bengali tenants and landlords will, like the people 
of other Indian provinces, be utterly ruined and the Government revenue vill 
be at thesame time materially affected. Extreme poverty banishes from 
the minds of men all fear of the gods and all fear of punishment by the State. 
So, if Bengal is impoverished, who knows that the Bengalis will not do what 
the English poor have recently done ? The times are favourable to their 
committing such things. Cheap newspapers are awakening the people. 
Political agitation is being made from town to town and from village to 
village. People are now understanding their rights and interests. Educat- 
ion is spreading, and people throughout the country feel interested in the 
welfare of India. 

A lakh of ryots assembled last year at dhinkergacha. Such 
was not the state of things some years ago, and yet the people did rise 
against the indigo-planters. Who can therefore tell that the Bengalis, 
if their hardships become unbearable, will not now do what they were able 
to do twenty-five years ago ? Consequently if the Government has intro- 
duced the Putwari Bill and other Bills into the Council with a view of 
filling the exchequer with money drained from the people, it is probable 
that it will in the end have to suffer serious loss. If the object of the 
Government be to create ill-feeling between zemindars and tenants, itis 
quite possible that the object may not be fulfilled. Zemindars are men, 
and tenants are also men, and if this be the real object of Government, 
they will sooner or later understand it, and the very day they understand 
it they will cease to quarrel with each other, and unite amongst then- 
selves by any means whatsoever. Ifthe object of the Government be to 
weaken the people of Bengal by promoting litigation, the object will not 
be entirely fulfilled, Litigation impoverishes and thereby weakens 
zemindars and tenants ; but it enriches and strengthens vakeels and mukhtears 
who, as the Government may be probably aware, vex it every now and 
then. So even if Government gets some money from increased litigaton 
it will, in the end, be a real sufferer by reason of the increased predominance 
of the class of people who are a source of annoyance to it. 

98. The same paper says that as the Chowkidari Bill has been 

me eee - modified, Sir Rivers Thompson has probably 
ee understood the motive with which Mr. Mosro 


and other English officials made their report on the chowkidari law. As 
the ruler of Bengal, it is Sir Rivers Thopmson’s duty to amend the lav 
which has become a source of oppression to the people, And even if be 
had not been Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, still as the person at whos 
particular desire the chowkidari law has been framed, he is entirely respod" 
sible for its faults and merits. He acknowledged his responsibility and 


having done so, he appointed a Commission with a view of a 
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he Commissioners gave him bad advice, and as 
rhe tel on Ws pot understood this, and sees the lamentable 
“—_ the Chowkidari Bill, it is now his duty to reject the advice 
—. f Monro and others gave him, and to amend the chowkidarp 
-¢ tn means. He will be held guilty before God and the people of 
iw th does not do so. He admits that the failure of the chowkidari 
poet ) - to the fact of the punchayet consisting of unfit and unprincipled 
na a fenieg the Chowkidari Law it was his desire that the punchayet 
vould be selected or appointed by competent villagers. But he did not 
a e to give effect to his desire by entrusting the villagers with the duty 
_ ointing the punchayets. He apprehended that the villagers from 
4 ni of self-interest or from other causes might be unable to appoint the 
seat men, and it was therefore that he tuled that Magistrates would appoint 
unchayets after consulting with the villagers. But after fourteen or fifteen 
aaa trial of the law he has found out that his calculations about the 
appointment of punchayets have not been right. Magistrates as a body 
eannot find time to appoint punchayets, nor are the villagers in many cases 
consulted in the matter; and the appointment of punchayets is therefore 
rirtually made by the lowest police servants whose business it 1s to annoy 
and oppress the people. The chowkidari law therefore should be so amended 
that fis men may be appointed punchayets. The proposed rule that 
a special Deputy Magistrate will appoint punchayets after consulting with 
the villagers, will secure the appointment of better men than before; but 
the chowkidari law will not be thoroughly amended so long as the villagers 
sre not empowered to appoint punchayets. If the Government does 
not venture to give this power to the villagers, the power ought to be 
given to the proposed unions. The local officers will control the unions ; 
and therefore if the chowkidari business is entrusted to unions, the Magis- 
trates will control the chowkidars almost as effectively as they now do. 

IV.— Native States. 


99. The Surabhs and Patdkd, of the 1lth March, referring to the 
statement of the Proneer that the Viceroy 
will instal the new Maharajah of Cashmir, 
says that this in addition to the fact that a Resident has been stationed in 
the Cashmir Court shows that Cashmir will be deprived of the small 
measure Of independence which it enjoyed. Cashmir is going to be 
deprived of its independence, though it has done nothing to deserve such 
treatinent. How can native princes have faith in the honesty of the English 
Government after this ? 
100. The Bhérat Bast, of the 18th March, says that Lord Dufferin 
iia will proceed to Cashmir to perform the 
: ceremony of the installation of the new 
Maharaja, If his Lordship goes there, the cost of the ceremony will be 
very large, and will have to be borne by the people of Cashmir. There is 
no necessity for such a large expenditure. Why has Sir Oliver St. John been 


Cashmir. 


sent for to Caleutta ? 


Urntya Papers. 


101. The Uthat Dipikd writes a long article on the Vernacular School 


ee Text-book Committee of Orissa, and points out 
Coamitiee of Orissa, °F certain defects in its constitution. According 


De to the paper, the members of the Education 
partment must not sit on the Committee, and must not write school 


rn q without special permission of Government. It is ander the impres- 
“On that Vernacular books, written by Educational authorities find, as a 
» Currency in almost all vernacular schools of Orissa. Thus the 


SURABHI & PAaTAKA, 
March 1lith, 1886. 


BuHaRat Bast, 
March 18th, 1886, 
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authorities earn a good deal at the sacrifice of the interests of in 
authors, that have no connection with the department. The paper sUgpest 
that a few more gentlemen having no interest in bookmaking should be 
appointed as members of the Committee. It deeply regrets that * 
remarks on the secret dealings of educational officers in connection with the 
writing and sale of books are oot properly noticed by the Director of Public 
Instruction, Bengal, who seems to be deceived by the inaccurat 
of his subordinates on the subject. 
102. The Sebaka, writes the following in continuation of its first 
ies tie: Dilan. ol on the “ Necessity of an Indian Parla. 
‘Tn our first article on the subject we asked the question, whether q 
big dependency like British India could not have its own Parliament? 
We shall now proceed to answer that question. The expression “ Indian 
Parliament,” proceeding as it does from our humble selves, is sure to brine 
down a loud peal of laughter from those that are best able to judge, 
Nevertheless the idea is beautiful to contemplate, and we must spare a few 
moments for the treatment of the same. 
There are two important subjects which a Parliament generally controls 
and which when properly controlled, bring the greatest happiness to the 


dependens 


© statements 


greatest number, namely, legislation andthe finances. A careful study of the 


history of the British Parliament points out how the English people fought 
hard to secure a definite control over the Legislation and the Finances of the 
United Kingdom. The people of india should accordingly try by all constitu- 
tional means to secure a similar control over the legislation and the finances 
of India. This is in harmony with the terms of the Queen’s Proclamation, 
when Her Imperial Majesty on assuming the administration of British India 
has given clearly to understand that India will be governed for the benefit of 
the Indian people. This has been respected and confirmed more than once 
by her representatives in India in the persons of successive Viceroys and 
Governor-Generals, that have ruled this Empire from the memorable Sepoy 
Mutiny up to the present time. 

The principle of representation is the fundamental doctrine upon 
which the constitution of the British Parliament is based. That principle 
though very much appreciated and applied to different departments of 
Governments in Europe, has very little attraction for the despotic Govern- 
ments of Asia. True, the principle was not entirely unknown in India, as 
traces of the same may be found more or less in the ancient systems of 
panchayet, councils of the learned, &c., but the principle, as applied to politics 
is of recent growth and has been transplanted from Europe to India. 
Though transplanted it has secured a firm footing and has turned out to be 
a natural child of the soil. The educated native of India can as well 
lecture on the theory and practice of representation as any expert of the 
United Kingdom. 

The Government of India, we must observe, is alive to the 
principle of representation, and under Lord Ripon that Government recog: 
nised it in full while extending the principles of Local Self-Government t 
all the districts of India; but what has been done in this direction fall 
short of what should be done in an immeasurable degree. We cannot rest 
satisfied with the little control that we have over Municipal and Road Cess 
¥unds. We want to be heard in the Council of the Government of India, 
so that no budget can be passed without our giving assent to the samt. 


This will require the present system of Government to be materially altered, 
and we are glad that the National Congress, that sat at Bombay in Decem 


ber last paid their attention to the same. As the Congress is to st : 
Calcutta in the next cold weather, it should be the duty of all responsible 


journalists to keep the subjectever and anon before the minds of thell 
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-eaders so that the second sitting of that august body may prove more 
eyecesstul than the first. ; , Ned , 
The principle of representation has been applied more to the 
| Legislative Councils of India than to any other department of Gov- 
‘a ent, and it is a matter of congratulation that this has been 
i Still the number of natives of India represented in those assemblies 
a very small, and it is our opinion that a larger number of natives 
hould henceforward be appointed to those Councils. We do not see the 
necessity of so many Legislative Councils under a single Government, and 
tne facilities of communication render that necessity less and less apparent. 
We shall, in some of our future issues, draw out a novel scheme of Govern- 
nent for the consideration of the National Congress; but what we beg to 
are is, that our countrymen should prepare themselves for another state 
of things when more will be required of them than they expect. In order 
that the principle of representation may be more widely extended, they must 
jecerve the same, and how can they deserve it unless they prove 
themselves more competent, more public-spirited, and more self-sacrificing ? 
Nothing written in this article should be construed to mean that we are 
in any way discontented or are wanting in loyalty. Our loyalty is too well 
known to be questioned in any way. What we want to point out 1s that 
the present constitution of the Indian Government is defective, that it 
should keep pace with the progress of time, and that the principle of repre- 
sentation should be extended more widely. 
103. In announcing that the a page sone. in the Cuttack 
oe = -_- _ gantonment fell a sudden prey to incendia- 
ling Fools 4 ae a fr “po same 2 ga Be ho that the 
absence of aregiment of infantry is 
- felt in Cuttack. . y meenly 


104. Referring to the resolution of Government on the Annual Report 
eS re of the Canal Revenue Department for 1884-85, 
CO published in a late issue of the Calcutta 


: Gazette, the same paper points out that the 
construction and maintenance of the Orissa Canal force Government to 


spend ‘an amount far in excess of the income derived therefrom. It 
therefore advises Government to be more careful in future regarding the 


extension of its distributaries in the interior of those parts of Ori 
| ss 
which the canal has passed. ' — 


RAJKRISHNA MUKHOPADHYAYA, maa. & 8.1, 
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